
M16: An introduction to identifying the feeding groups of nematodes 

Organisers: Tamas Salankia, Ron de Goedea, Gerard Korthalsb, Roel Wagenaarb 
a WUR, Soil Biology Group, The Netherlands 
b NIOO, Terrestrial Ecology, The Netherlands 

 

When assessing soil health, a number of chemical, physical and biological 

indicators can be measured. Nematodes have proven to be valuable bio-

indicators. They have a high diversity and abundance, are widespread and have 

known high and species-specific sensitivity to various environmental conditions. 

In this workshop we will discuss the application of nematodes as biological soil 

quality indicators through the online tool NINJA, and you will get an introductory 

hands-on training explaining the basic morphology of nematodes. At the end of 

the masterclass you will be able to use the NINJA tool and to classify nematodes 

into feeding groups. 

 

 
 


